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1) Two ways of thinking about the future:
- A continuist perspective;

- A Disruptive perspective.

2) Heatwaves and “social infrastructures”

3) Nursing Homes as “social infrastructures”

Plan



A continuist perspective: 

"all other things being equal" or "holding other factors constant." 



- Increase in the number of elderly people in Switzerland: the 

number of people aged 65+ is set to rise by 52%, and those aged 

88+ by 88%, between now and 2040;

- Staff recruitment challenge: EMS will need 35,000 more nurses by 

2035, while home care will need 19,000 more people;

- SHURP survey (2021) already shows the extent to which there may 

be ‘implicit rationing’ in establishments.

A continuist perspective: 

"all other things being equal" or "holding other factors constant." 



Some “continuist” solutions:

-An increase in financial resources (number of people trained, pay 

rises, improved working conditions and allocations);

A continuist perspective: 

"all other things being equal" or "holding other factors constant." 



A Disruptive perspective: 
«nothing is equal»



A Disruptive perspective: 
«nothing is equal»



- 2003: In Europe, the heatwave caused almost 

70,000 premature deaths, mainly among the elderly. 

In Switzerland, the number of deaths is estimated at 

a thousand (...), the 2003 heatwave is probably the 

most serious meteorological event since the 
beginning of modern historiography.

- 2015: In Switzerland, the summer of 2015 was the 

second hottest on record (from June to August) after 

2003. As a result of the heat, around 800 more 
people died in Switzerland than in a normal year.

- 2024: A year of new heat records.

Global warming and climate change



The triple vulnerability of the elderly:

-Medical vulnerability;

-Social vulnerability;

-Health vulnerability.

Global warming and climate change



Heatwaves and “social infrastructures”



- For Klinenberg: ‘Facilities that would make it possible to 
combat inequalities, polarisation and the decline of civil 
life. These infrastructures - places and spaces where 
social life can be invented, configured and realised in 
public, free from commercial pressures - are essential if 
we are to create a society that is dynamic and peaceful, 
but also more capable of dealing with crises and showing 
itself to be resilient’.

- Klinenberg argues that local and national governments 
should support the ‘social infrastructures of the future’, 
which would be the equivalent, in the context of 
globalisation and global change, of the libraries 
highlighted by Carnegie at the end of the 19th century, or 
the People's Houses.

Heatwaves and “social infrastructures”



Conclusion: Nursing Homes as “social infrastructures”



Conclusion: Nursing Homes as “social infrastructures”
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